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There are several fine waterfalls in Cray Gill, each with their own 
unique attraction, including the spectacular Crook Gill, Cow Gill 
Close and Cray Gill Falls, with water cascading over limestone 

rock tiers into sparkling pools below. Cray is a small hamlet on a 
steep hill above upper Wharfedale, dating from 1202. It lies on 
the original Roman Road linking Bainbridge with Ilkley, which 

descended from Kidstones Pass to Buckden, a handsome village 
on the River Wharfe beneath Buckden Pike (702m).
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This distinctive red and white lighthouse was built in 1895 and 
was in service for 90 years on Spurn Head, a striking 4.8km-long, 
narrow sand spit, forming the north bank of the Humber Estuary. 
The Humber Lifeboat Station is also based here. Spurn is a haven 
for wetland and migratory birds, where seals and porpoises may 
be sighted offshore. There is a bird observatory and a National 

Nature Reserve. It is a delicate environment, continually reshaping 
itself through silting and coastal erosion.
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Set on the banks of the Rother and the Don, Rotherham has 
been a market town since the 11th century. It expanded during 
the Industrial Revolution; firstly due to coal, and later through 
the prominence of the cast iron and steel industry. Rotherham 

Minster is a gothic church with fine stained-glass windows, dating 
back to the 14th century. With its tall spire, it is Rotherham’s 

most predominant landmark. Nearby is the historic Chapel on the 
Bridge, which crosses the River Don, built in 1483.
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Castle Howard is set in 1,000 acres of stunning landscape in the 
Howardian Hills. The extensive grounds of this grand stately home 

include formal gardens, manicured parkland, obelisks, towers 
and follies, two lakes, splendid fountains, and a colonnaded 

mausoleum, resting place for the Howard family. Designed by 
Sir John Vanburgh in 1699 for Charles Howard, Earl of Carlisle,           

it took almost 40 years to build. The baroque cupola, designed by 
Nicholas Hawksmoor, was modelled on St Paul’s Cathedral.
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The majestic Scarborough castle was built in the 12th century as a 
stronghold for Henry II in a naturally defensive site, commanding 
spectacular views out to sea, on a rocky promontory at the edge 

of vertical cliffs, approached by a narrow isthmus. Repeatedly 
besieged in the next centuries that followed and damaged by 

German naval bombardment in 1914, the ruins of the castle keep, 
curtain wall and round towers still dominate the busy historic 

seaside town with its glorious beaches and harbour. 
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This picturesque small market town, with stone houses, shops and 
a busy cobbled market square, dates back to the 12th century. 
Surrounded by rolling hills, farms, fields and pastures grazed 

by sheep and criss-crossed by dry-stone walls, in a wide glacial 
valley, it is home to the Yorkshire Dales National Parks Centre.              
The green slopes are marked by white scars of limestone rock 
forming dramatic outcrops, and the remains of a lead mining 

industry can be traced on the hillsides around the village.
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This traditional resort has a delightful seafront with a sandy 
beach, backed by granite rocks, a wide promenade, ornamental 

gardens and an open-air stage. The Pier Towers on the 
promenade are the last surviving parts of the 19th century pier, 

destroyed during a storm in 1893. Now restored, the towers 
contain several exhibitions, the Coastal Change Observatory, and 
art and craft stalls. Unusually, the lighthouse was built inland and 

stands in the town centre, towering 38m over the rooftops.
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Remote and beautiful elevated moorland, covered in vibrant 
purple heather in late summer, surrounds this green dale where 

land has been farmed for thousands of years.  On the south-west 
of the moor a prehistoric standing stone is one of several stone 

alignments, part of the Flat Howe tumulus, an ancient burial site. 
A series of small streams, the Esklets, rising high on the North 
York Moors, merge to form the River Esk, which flows through 

Westerdale, the most westerly dale in the Esk Valley.
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Once the wool capital of the world, Bradford expanded from the 
mid-19th century on the wool processing trade. Seen illuminated 
and reflected in the Mirror Pool in the City Park, Bradford City Hall 
was built in 1873 in Venetian gothic style, inspired by the Palazzo 
Vecchio, Florence. 35 statues of past British monarchs grace the 
façade and a 60m belfry with 13 chiming bells rises above the 

building. The internal rooms and ceremonial staircase epitomise 
beautifully preserved Victorian splendour.
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This beautiful, isolated moorland village, with a watermill on 
Levisham Beck, overlooks Newton Dale. Levisham station is one 

of the stops on the North Yorkshire Moors Steam Railway, winding 
through spectacular woods and moors between Grosmont and 

Pickering. The moors are rich in flora and fauna, and archaeological 
remains of Bronze and Iron Age settlements. It is close to the Hole 
of Horcum, a stunning natural amphitheatre created over millennia 

by a series of landslides caused by water pressure.
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Hawes is Yorkshire’s highest market town, set in beautiful Upper 
Wensleydale, with a livestock market and a history of sheep 

farming and rope making. At the Wensleydale Creamery, visitors 
can watch the famous cheese being produced. The largest of the 
Yorkshire Dales, Wensleydale is a long broad valley, a mosaic of 

fells, moors, pastures, dry-stone walls, farms and barns, and stone 
villages. Unlike the other Yorkshire Dales, it is not named after the 

river flowing through it, which is the Ure.  
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CalderCalder
 Valley Valley

The rugged and steep-sided Upper Calder Valley, seen here in 
winter, is part of the beautiful South Pennines area of river valleys, 

moorland and hill country. The fast-flowing streams descending 
from deep valley into the River Calder were used for early water 
power in the industrial development of the area. The 37m-high 

Stoodley Pike Monument is a landmark is on the skyline above the 
market town of Todmorden, visible for miles around. It was built in 

1856 and is sited near the Pennine Way.
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