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The imposing ruins of this castle cling 
to the rocky cliffs near the headland 
of Noss Head, above Sinclair’s Bay. One 
of the earliest seats of Clan Sinclair, 
who became the Earls of Caithness, 
it comprises ruins of two castles: 
the 15th-century Castle Girnigoe 
and the 17th-century Castle Sinclair.   

Castle Sinclair Girnigoe, Wick, Caithness
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Crowned by towers and cupolas, 
Glasgow City Chambers was built in 
1888 on the wealth of colonial trade and 
industry to reflect the city’s commercial 
pride. Mosaic ceilings and murals 
inside depict civic history. It stands in 
George Square with its array of statues 
and monuments, laid out in 1781.

City Chambers, George Square, Glasgow
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St Patrick’s Day (BH  N Ireland & Eire)

British Summertime starts

Crawick Multiverse is an amazing 
landscape arts design, created by Charles 
Jencks. Thousands of boulders and rocks 
were used to transform a former mine 
into an appealing outdoor space linking 
the themes of space, astronomy and 
cosmology, including standing stones, 
chamber cairns and stone circles.

Crawick Multiverse, Dumfries and Galloway
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St George’s Day (England)

Kyleakin was once the gateway to Skye 
for ferries across the Kyle of Lochalsh, 
until the Skye Bridge was built in 
1995. It is now a small, quiet fishing 
port, with houses clustered round a 
sheltered harbour. On a mound above 
the harbour is the ruined Caisteal 
Maol, a castle keep built in the 1400s.

Kyleakin Harbour, Isle of Skye, Hebrides
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Rhododendrons in bloom in Glen Etive. 
The River Etive flows through the 
picturesque and remote glen, tumbling 
over waterfalls and descending through 
wooded gorges to reach Loch Etive.        
A single-track road meanders along 
the glen, with splendid views along the 
route of the mountains and moorland.

Glen Etive, Glencoe, Highland
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Longest Day

The River Falloch cascades over the 
entrancing Falls of Falloch as it flows 
towards Loch Lomond through Glen 
Falloch, a peaceful, rugged glen flanked 
by mountains. A new viewpoint has 
been built to view the falls. The West 
Highland Way follows the glen through 
woodland, rough pastures and forests.

Falls of Falloch, Loch Lomond, Trossachs
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Dornoch is a delightful historic town 
on the Dornoch Firth and Moray Firth, 
set amidst wonderful scenery, a rocky 
coastline and miles of golden sandy 
beaches stretching from Dornoch Point to 
the Loch Fleet National Nature Reserve. 
It has a championship golf course, 
the Royal Dornoch, formed in 1877. 

Dornoch Coastline, Highland
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One of Scotland’s finest stately homes, 
built around a fortified tower house 
and set in glorious countryside, Castle 
Fraser began in 1455 as the Castle of 
Muchil-in-Mar. In 1575 it was rebuilt 
as an elaborate Z-plan house. It 
includes fascinating internal rooms and 
lovely grounds with a walled garden.

Castle Fraser, Kemnay, Aberdeenshire
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This area of upland pasture and forestry, 
stretching south-west of Edinburgh, 
supports diverse wildlife habitats: 
mosses and lichens, insects and 
mammals. These rolling, heather clad 
hills with reddish tops are a popular 
excursion for walkers. Scald Law is the 
highest peak in the Pentlands at 579m.

Pentland Hills, near Edinburgh, Lothian
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British Summertime ends

Jagged sea stacks rise above the 
surging sea on the exposed west coast 
of Lewis. The constant pounding of 
the waves on the shore has crushed 
shells to form fine white sand on the 
unspoilt beach revealed at low tide, 
which is backed by machair grassland, 
with rocky cliffs and a small promontory.

Mangarstadh Sea Stacks, Isle of Lewis
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St Andrew’s Day (Scotland)

Autumn reflections of the wooded shore 
of Loch Morlich, a serene loch fringed 
with sandy beaches, surrounded by 
diverse woodland and Caledonian pine 
forest. It lies within Glenmore Forest Park, 
which preserves a unique landscape 
and wildlife such as the osprey, red 
squirrel, wildcat and pine marten.

Loch Morlich, Cairngorms
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Standing out on a snow-clad rocky crag 
amidst scattered outcrops, this small 
fortified rectangular keep known as a 
peel tower was built around 1450 as 
a border watch tower where signal 
fires would be lit to warn of danger 
from English raiders. It commands fine 
views of the neighbouring landscape.

Smailholm Tower, Kelso, Scottish Borders
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