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Widespread in Britain, hunting on silent wings and swooping down on their prey unannounced, barn owls are mainly nocturnal, but can be seen in the daytime in winter gliding 
over fields on rounded wings. The face and the underside of the wings are pure white. They usually mate for life and 4-6 eggs are laid in a hollow tree or an old building. 
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St George’s Day (England)

Easter Monday

St Patrick’s Day (BH N Ireland/Eire)

British Summertime starts

Our native squirrel has lived here for around 10,000 years but is now limited to certain areas of the UK such as parts of northern England and Scotland, mostly in coniferous 
woods. It is very elusive and lives mainly in the trees, hunting for nuts, seeds and acorns. It has russet fur, a fluffy tail and ear tufts which grow longer in winter.
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Common in woodland, grassland and gardens in Britain but rarely seen, the wood mouse is a golden brown colour, with large black eyes and a long tail. It is mainly nocturnal 
and an agile climber. In autumn it gathers seeds, berries and invertebrates to store up for the winter in underground burrows, which include tunnels and nest chambers.
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Bank Holiday

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday
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One of the UK’s most familiar birds, regularly seen gliding gracefully on our rivers and waterbodies. The mute swan is not very vocal, communicating by grunts and hisses. 
Swans usually mate for life and take turns in parenting. The nest is a huge mound of vegetation close to the waterside. Young cygnets are often carried on the mother’s back.
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Common in grassland, arable fields and hedgerows, the brown hare grazes on vegetation and bark of young trees. It shelters in a ‘form’, a shallow depression in the ground. 
If disturbed hares will bound rapidly across fields at speeds of up to 45mph, often in a zigzag pattern. In spring a female and male may be seen ‘boxing’, standing upright.
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Bank Holiday

St Andrew’s Day (Scotland)

These attractive deer native to Britain are small and reddish brown with a white rump, short antlers and no tail. They are generally solitary, browsing the edges of woodland 
mainly at dawn and dusk. They form loose groups in winter and during the rutting season in July and August males will fight aggressively to defend their territory. 
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